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IN THE BEGINNING OF BARKING SANDS AVIATION 
THERE WAS JUST A FIELD…. 

Source: John D. Bennett, w/permission 

Aerial Photo of Barking Sands Looking North, Sept., 1941 
Source: National Archives and Records Administration, 
College Park, MD 
 



AND SAND DUNES AND BEACH 

SOURCE: National Archives and Records Administration, College Park, MD 



Southern Cross @ Wheeler Army Air Corps Field,  
Oahu, 1928 

THEN THERE WAS THE 
SOUTHERN CROSS  

& 
CHARLES KINGSFORD SMITH  

SOURCE:  CAPT Rick Rogers, Archivist, Hawaiian Airlines 

SOURCE: TEC Inc. /AECOM TS Inc./EDAW Inc. – Joint Venture 



Southern Cross @ Wheeler Army Air Corps Field  
Oahu, 1928 

The Southern Cross flew out of Barking Sands, where it was last fueled for the trip: 

SOURCE:  CAPT Rick Rogers, Archivist, Hawaiian Airlines 



“Three miles West of Mana, lay the Barking Sands, an area that played an important role in the life of the 

people of Mana. Even as a very young boy, in May 1928, I had  come to Barking Sands with my parents, my 

uncle Antone Martin, and hundreds of others, to see the famous Charles Kingsford Smith begin his flight to 

Australia. The 1927 Fokker tri-motor airplane was named The Southern Cross. Many other planes were 

there that day, most of them were military aircraft which had flown from Honolulu to witness this historic 

event. These were the first airplanes; I had ever seen. Twenty years later, in 1947, I would begin my career 

with Hawaiian Airlines at this very same place, Barking Sands. 

 

We watched, entranced, as his fuel-heavy airplane lifted a few feet off the ground, struggled to clear the low 

sand dunes along the shoreline, and disappeared behind them on its thirty-four hour and twenty-four minute 

flight to Suva, Fiji. That flight of 3,180 miles was the longest over water flight in the history of aviation.” 

 
[SOURCE: From “MANA – the place and its people, by John Martin] 

SOURCE: TEC Inc. /AECOM TS Inc./EDAW Inc. 

Joint Venture 



AND THEN WORLD WAR II CAME TO BARKING SANDS: 

The following slides depict aircraft associated with the 
war effort during 1943-44. [If anyone can supply earlier 
photographs, please contact the PMRF Public Affairs 
Office.]  A full narrative history extracted from the PMRF 
“Cultural Landscape Report” that discusses the run-up to 
1944 will be posted elsewhere on this web site. The 
original revetments were constructed to support B-17 
training on Barking Sands prior to the arrival of the B-24s. 

Source: Rick Daley, PMRF 

Source: PMRF Public Works 

Defensive Perimeter 

Main Base Facilities 



1943-1944 – COMPOSITE SQUADRON 66 
(VC-66) 

The squadron was designated “composite” because it was composed 

of two different type aircraft: single seat F4F “Wildcat” fighters and three man 

TBF “Avenger” torpedo bombers.  In fact, VC-66 was to become the first 

squadron composed exclusively of the newer model “Avengers” and “Wildcats” 

built by the Eastern Aircraft Division of General Motors and known as TBMs 

and FMs rather than the earlier TBFs and F4Fs which were built by Grumman 

Aircraft. 

Of the original 65 men assigned to the squadron, 15 – including the 

CO and XO – were fighter pilots, 12 were torpedo bomber pilots, 1 was an 

Engineering and Materiel Officer, 1 was an Air Combat Intelligence Officer, and 

the rest were enlisted Petty Officers – including 4 Chief Petty Officers.  

 

With the exception of the CO, XO, and the few veteran Chief Petty 

Officers and Lieutenants, virtually all squadron personnel were new to the 

Navy, new to combat – and very young.  Some were teenagers, most were in 

their early twenties.  The oldest man in the squadron was thirty.   He was called 

“Pop.” Some were married, most were not.  They came from all over the 

country.  In civilian life, they had been students, factory workers, forest rangers, 

semi-pro baseball players, biologists, engineers, artists, fishermen, college 

football players, musicians, cowboys, farmers, and reporters.  Now, they were 

pilots, gunners, radiomen, or mechanics.. [Source: Stephen A. Banks’ “LOOKING 
BACKWARD:  Don Banks – One TBF Turret Gunner’s Story”; used w/permission] 

ENS. Charlie Edwards, Wildcat Fighter Pilot 
Source: Charlie Edwards; used w/permission 

Source: Stephen A. Banks, CDR, JAGC, USN (Ret.) and US Navy Official Photographs, 
used with permission. 

TBM Pilot Stephens, Turret Gunner Banks,  
and Radioman Tom Stoops (Official Navy Photo) 

USS NASSAU (CVE-16) (Official Navy Photo) 

COMPOSITE SQUADRON SIXTY-SIX (VC-66) 
SQUADRON PATCH 



 
TBM Pilot LTJG Franklin T. "Steve" Stephens & Gunner AM1c Donald A. Banks (Official Navy Photo 
) 
[Source:  Stephen A. Banks, CDR, JAGC, USN (Ret.) and US Navy Official Photograph, used with 
permission.] 

LTJG DeLoach Cope in Wildcat preparing to launch  
[Source:  DeLoach Cope; used with permission.] 

 

From the Unofficial Log of VC-66, 
dated 23 July 1944, while on NAS 

Kahului, Maui: 

THE SEQUEL: It was later learned that there was a secret meeting held 
between Admiral Nimitz and President Roosevelt aboard ship  -  part of the 
“enemy surface force”.  
 
The entire VC-66 Unofficial Log will be posted elsewhere on this web site , 
along w/Chapter 11 from Stephen A. Banks’ LOOKING BACKWARD:  Don 
Banks – One TBF Turret Gunner’s Story”, describing life on Barking Sands 
w/VC-66. 



VC-66 TBMs (aka “Avengers”) on a runway…almost certainly Barking Sands  

Source:  Stephen A. Banks, CDR, JAGC, USN (Ret.)  US Navy Official Photograph, from D. A. Banks collection, used with permission. 



494th Bombardment Group, 4 October 1944 
(Viewed from the tower, looking N) 

1944 –BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON TRAINING MISSION 

View from the tower, looking northward: 
494th Bombardment Group B-24J “Liberators”, 

except as noted: 

“Flight Operations” 

“Woody” 

Douglas C-47s 

USMC JM-1 (Martin “Marauder”) 

Lockheed C-26s 

SOURCE: National Archives and Records Administration, College Park, MD 

Note: Available information indicates that JM-1 
was part of training evolutions for the 494th, the 
newest B-24J Bombardment Group in the Army 
AF. It provided towed targets for gunner 
practice.  Early Oct. 1944 photos that follow 
predate deployment of the Squadrons to WWII 
Theater in the Pacific- “Angaur” in the Caroline 
Islands. 



494th Bombardment Group B-24J “Liberators” aligned behind,  
USMC JM-1 Martin “Marauder” in the foreground 

 5 October 1944 

SOURCE: National Archives and Records Administration, College Park, MD 



494th Bombardment Group, Aerial Cameras, 1LT Julius Korson, 7 October 1944 

SOURCE: National Archives and Records Administration, College Park, MD 



867th Bombardment Squadron 
(494thBombardment Group) 

 ca. 1944 

SOURCE: National Archives and Records Administration, College Park, MD 



867th Bombardment Squadron (494th Bombardment  Group) B-24J “Shack Bunny”, Oct, 1944  

SOURCE: National Archives and Records Administration, College Park, MD 



864th Bombardment Squadron (494 Bombardment Group) Oct 1944 

SOURCE: National Archives and Records Administration, College Park, MD 



B-24J Missouri Mule, 494th Bombardment Group, Barking Sands, 1944 

SOURCE: National Archives and Records Administration, College Park, MD 



B-24J Missouri Mule, 494th Bombardment Group, on Takeoff @ Barking Sands, 1944 

SOURCE: National Archives and Records Administration, College Park, MD 



856th Bombardment Squadron (494th Bombardment Group) 6 Oct 1944 

SOURCE: National Archives and Records Administration, College Park, MD 



867th  Bombardment Squadron (494th Bombardment Group) B-24Js off Barking Sands, Oct. 1944 

SOURCE: National Archives and Records Administration, College Park, MD 



“Crew of Consolidated B-24 
Liberator Sluggin’Sal of the 
865th Bombardment Squadron 
(494th Bombardment Group) at 
Barking Sands, October 1944. 
Courtesy of National Archives 
and records Administration.” 



865th Bombardment Squadron (494th Bombardment Group), 6 Oct 1944 

SOURCE: National Archives and Records Administration, College Park, MD 



Crew of the 865th Bombardment Squadron (494th Bombardment Group)  
pose for a photograph in front of their B-24J,  

Barking Sands AAB, 6 October 1944 

SOURCE: National Archives and Records Administration, College Park, MD 



Officers and men of the 864th, 865th, and 867th Bombardment Squadrons (494th 
Bombardment Group) are briefed in the post theater before a mission,  

Barking Sands AAB, October 1944 

SOURCE: National Archives and Records Administration, College Park, MD 



In the squadron area at Barking Sands AAB, Colonel Benjamin M. Sheldon briefs men 
of the 864th Bombardment Squadron (494th Bombardment Group) on the transfer of 

the group to a base on Angaur Island in the Caroline Islands, October 1944 

SOURCE: National Archives and Records Administration, College Park, MD 



Officers and men of the 494th Bombardment Group listen attentively as Captain 
Norman S. Mackie, Intelligence Officer of the 864th Bombardment Squadron, 
points out islands that they will fly over when the group moves from Barking 

Sands AAB to Angaur Island in the Caroline Islands, 5 October 1944.  

SOURCE: National Archives and Records Administration, College Park, MD 



Crew of a B-24 preparing for the overseas flight  
from Barking Sands AAB to Angaur Island, October 1944 

SOURCE: National Archives and Records Administration, College Park, MD 



864th Bombardment Squadron (494th Bombardment Group)  
B-24 Ruptured Duck, 7 Oct 1944 

SOURCE: National Archives and Records Administration, College Park, MD 



864th Bombardment 
Squadron  

(494th Bombardment Group) 
B-24 Ruptured Duck,  

7 Oct 1944 
SOURCE: National Archives and Records Administration, College Park, MD 



Consolidated B-24 Liberator, Ruptured Duck, of the 864th Bombardment 
Squadron  

(494th Bombardment Group) takes off from Barking Sands AAB  
bound for Angaur Island, October 1944 

SOURCE: National Archives and Records Administration, College Park, MD 



B-24J , 864th Bombardment Squadron (494th Bombardment Group) 2 Nov 1944 

SOURCE: National Archives and Records Administration, College Park, MD 



B-24, 864th Bombardment Squadron (494th  Bombardment Group) 6 Nov 1944 

4 days later: Tug-of-War, anyone? 

SOURCE: National Archives and Records Administration, College Park, MD 



FORMER LOCATION OF HAWAIIAN AIRLINES PASSENGER TERMINAL, WWII THROUGH 1949 

SOURCE: 15th Airlift Wing History Office, Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam SOURCE: 15th Airlift Wing History Office, Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam 

SOURCE:  CAPT Rick Rogers, Archivist, Hawaiian Airlines SOURCE: PMRF Public Works Office 

Hawaiian Airlines was 
moved from Burns Field 
(Hanapepe) to Barking 

Sands at the outbreak of 
WWII 



Hawaiian Airlines on Barking Sands WWII 

SOURCE:  CAPT Rick Rogers, Archivist, Hawaiian Airlines 



Hawaiian Airlines on 
Barking Sands 

WWII 

Barking Sands hosted 
Hawaiian Airlines until the 

Lihue Airport was Constructed 
In 1950. 

SOURCE:  CAPT Rick Rogers, Archivist, Hawaiian Airlines 



IN THE EARLY 1950s, “BARKING SANDS AIR FORCE BASE” BECAME “BONHAM AIR FORCE 
BASE” IN HONOR OF MAJOR CARLOS W. BONHAM, COMMANDER, 199TH FIGHTER 

SQUADRON, AFTER THE MIDAIR COLLISION OF HIS AIR GUARD ‘JUG’ (P-47 
“Thunderbolt” REDISGNATED “F-27” IN AIR GUARD SERVICE) AND ANOTHER F-47 ON A 

TRAINING ‘DOGFIGHT’ OVER THE CHANNEL BETWEEN BARKING SANDS AND NIIHAU  

SOURCE:  CAPT Rick Rogers, Archivist, Hawaiian Airlines 



SOURCE:  CAPT Rick Rogers, Archivist, Hawaiian Airlines 



SOURCE:  CAPT Rick Rogers, Archivist, Hawaiian Airlines 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Republic_P-47N-5_three_ship_formation_061020-F-1234P-037.jpg


The P-47s, (designated F-47s), were in Hawaii Air Guard service until 1953…and 
then the first  “jet fighter” (F-86L Saber) came to the 199th Fighter Squadron: 

SOURCE: John D. Bennett 



Eventually to be replaced by the F-102 – as the Cold War was in full swing 

SOURCE:  CAPT Rick Rogers, Archivist, Hawaiian Airlines 



The HIANG used Bonham AFB as an outlying landing field for training and practice 

SOURCE:  CAPT Rick Rogers, Archivist, Hawaiian Airlines 



HIANG on Barking Sands, F-102s circa 1960s 

SOURCE:  CAPT Rick Rogers, Archivist, Hawaiian Airlines 

2013: The HIANG flying the Lockheed Martin F-22 Raptor 

The Hawaii Air  National Guard was created on 
Nov 4, 1946, with the 199th Fighter Squadron 
first flying war surplus P-47 Thunderbolts that 
were designated “F-47”. The HIANG’S OFFICIAL 
BIRTHDATE IS Sept 18, 1947, when the USAF 
was formally established as a separate branch 
of service. 

F-15 Eagles fire AIM-7 Sparrow missiles at a tactical air-
launched decoy off the coast of Hawaii on July 16 during the 
Rim of the Pacific Exercise 2006. The F-15s are from the 
Hawaii Air National Guard's 199th Fighter Squadron. (U.S. 
Air Force photo/Tech. Sgt. Shane A. Cuomo)   



“The first major Cold War mission arrived at Bonham AFB in 1956. The Navy became a 
tenant at the airfield, making a five-year arrangement with the Air Force for the use of 
37 acres to support a training mission for the Regulus guided (cruise) missile (Source: 
Pacific Missile Range Facility (PMRF) Cultural Landscape Report – Final, August 2011) 

US Navy RD4-8 circa late 1950s 
(or US Navy C-117D* in 1960s) 

Area around the original “Air Operations” has been cleared 
Photo taken from WWII era Tower; circa. unknown 

*NOTE: After evaluating the aircraft during 1951, the US Navy awarded Douglas with a contract to convert 
100 of their existing R4D-5s, -6s and 7s to the new standard, with the designation R4D-8. They retained this 
designation until 1962, when under the combined Department of Defence system they became the C-117D. 
  
SOURC: http://www.historyofwar.org/articles/weapons_douglas_R4D-8.html 

http://www.historyofwar.org/articles/weapons_douglas_R4D.html
http://www.historyofwar.org/articles/weapons_douglas_R4D.html
http://www.historyofwar.org/articles/weapons_douglas_R4D.html
http://www.historyofwar.org/articles/weapons_douglas_C-117.html
http://www.historyofwar.org/articles/weapons_douglas_C-117.html
http://www.historyofwar.org/articles/weapons_douglas_C-117.html


SOURCE: National Archives and Records Administration, College Park, MD 

The USN Navy “Regulus” Ramjet Cruise Missile 



SOURCE: National Archives and Records Administration, College Park, MD 



SOURCE: National Archives and Records Administration, College Park, MD 



Eventually,  we earned our own identity: 


